Get ready

0 Before you read the passage, talk about
these questions.

1 Does your government take an active role in
agriculture?

2 Do you think governments should control
agricuiture? Why or why not?

Reading

) Read the newspaper article. Then, mark the
following statements as true (T) or false (F).

1 _ Some people do not support the plan

2 __ The plan calls for planting all available
wheat fields.

3 __ The government intends to lower taxes on

exported wheat.

Vocabulary

) Match the words (1-6) with the definitions
(A-F).
1 __decline 4 __market demand
2 __ quota 5 __ adjusting production
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GOVERNMENT PROMISES HELP
FOR WHEAT GROWERS

Government officials introduced a plan this wees
to enhance wheat production. Spokesperscn
Harriet Greene responded to reporters’ questions
on Friday. She said the government is committes
to improving economic conditions in wheai-
growing regions.

Greene said the plan supports the small farmers
that the world's food and fiber industry relies
on. The plan does have critics. But Greens
responded that improving the wheat industry
improves economies everywhere. She statec
that the industry's decline negatively affecis
people around the world.

The plan is to decrease supply by employing =
strategy of adjusting production. Leaving soms
wheat fields fallow should prevent excessiva
surpluses and wasted resources. Hopefully, this
will increase market demand. Additionally, thz
government will implement various forms of price
support. This includes establishing price floors
raising quotas and reducing tariffs on exports
Finally, the government is setting up a department
to address foreign trade enhancement. The
department will identify ways to increase wheat
trade worldwide.

—

3 __price floor 6 __ foreign trade enhanceme™

the desirability of a product

the process of becoming less or worse
a limit on the amount of something

a legal limit on how low a price can be
the act of improving international trade
changing the amount of a product that is mace
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